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Welcome to the Autumn Edition of our Newsletter

Special welcome to the newly qualified nurses who joined us this autumn, as well as the new
resident doctors who arrived over the summer. As we move into the cooler months, we are
completing our review of the 2021 PCCS standards across each site, in anticipation of the
updated standards at the end of 2026. Thank you for your flexibility in arranging these
extended meetings. A summary report will be shared in the new year.

Belated congratulations to Great Western Hospitals,
Swindon on the opening of their new Paediatric
Emergency Department which officially opened on
Wednesday the 6th November 2024. The ODN team
was pleased to be able to visit in early 2025.

As part of our commitment to delivering high-quality care
in @ more environmentally responsible way, the Children's
Pharmacy Department is proud to share key sustainability
initiatives currently underway on our PICU.

Reducing Medicines Waste & Returns:

We are actively reviewing our pharmacy returns processes
to reduce unnecessary medication waste. By improving
stock management and communication between wards
and pharmacy, we aim to minimise medicines wastage and
enhance efficiency across the system.

Smarter Use of Liquid Medications:

Opening practices for liquid medications are being
reviewed to ensure products are only opened when
needed and correct procedures followed e.g. expiry date

annotations. This reduces avoidable waste and helps
maintain the integrity and shelf life of each medicine.

Reducing Single-Use Plastic Bags:

In line with NHS/Bristol Net Zero Plan, we're reducing the
use of single-use plastic carrier bags in inpatient settings.
Following a successful pilot on PICU using reusable
transport bags, this process has now expanded to the rest
of the Children's Hospital and will soon be across the wider
Women's and Children's division.

Every tablet saved, every bag avoided,
and every bottle used wisely helps to
reduce our carbon footprint. These
small, cumulative changes contribute
to a more sustainable NHS.



Paediatric Critical Care Conference 2025

Bridging the Gap: A Regional Education Initiative to Strengthen Paediatric Critical Care
During the Pre-Transfer Window

Heather from the ODN presented a poster at the PCCS conference, held this year in Belfast,
sharing the networks success in the Managing the Criticallally Ill Child study day (MtCiC).
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Recognising the need to deliver education in the South West across Paediatric, AICU and ED
teams. The day has been a collaborative approach between the SWPCCODN, SWACCN and
WATCh Consultants providing an interactive study day.

So far over 215 healthcare professionals across 11 DGHs have participated across the 2 events

The next day is being delivered in October with a plan to continue twice a year to meet the
demands of the region

The poster can be found on our website.

Regional Paediatric Critical Care Forum

We held our first face to face event with educators across
the region on the 17" June in Taunton.

We had a great day meeting with the aim of:
Networking, Sharing and Supporting each other.
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Feedback was very positive, and we are looking to hold
these days yearly to support educators across the region
and facilitate collaborative working.

Outreach
this year with a further 5
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ospitals taking part.

The day continues to receive positive feedback on
evaluation.

Time Critical Transfer of
the Child has continued to
take place across the region

Next steps: Further information and a summary of the
learning/information will be shared across the region soon.

Planning for 2026: has already started. We will be
intending to share a list of available dates with those due
to be offered TiCToC in 2026.

2026 visits will include: Bath, Barnstaple, Taunton,
Truro, Torbay & Weston.

Annual Report: The annual report for 2024/25 was shared at
the September board meeting and will be published on our
website once finalised.

Heading into winter season — please keep your eyes peeled
for our winter wash up date. We will be looking to capture the
key pressures.

Website: % FutureNHS:

www.southwestpccodn.nhs.uk

future.nhs.uk/swpaediatriccriticalcare

SW PCC ODN Network Event May 2025 Feedback

We held our seventh face to face network event at
Taunton Rugby Club in May 2025 which was attended by
62 of our colleagues from across the region.

The day was well received with feedback from 34
respondents rating the event overall 8.7 out of 10

All of our presentations can be found on our FutureNHS
here. If you or someone you know would like to present
at any of our Network events, please get in touch.

SW PCC ODN Website — Layla and Samuel Update

We are delighted to share that we have received updates
from Samuel’s family, 2 and a half years since initially
being admitted into HDU in Cornwall and his subsequent
transfer to Bristol PICU. We also have an update from
Layla’s family 5 years on from her stay on Bristol NICU
after transfer from her home in Torbay. You can find both
updates on our website here.

My Staff App

A reminder that
information on how to
access the MyStaff App
can be found on our
FutureNHS page. The
ODN were recently
notified that several
DGH's across our region were having issues accessing a
number of guidelines — this has since been fixed but if
there are still guidelines you feel are missing please get in
touch at swpccodn@uhbw.nhs.uk and we'll look into it
for you.

SW PCC ODN Monthly Conference Calls:
4th November 2025

2nd December 2025

6t January 2025

SW PCC ODN Board Meetings:
4th December 2025

Email address:

< swpccodn@uhbw.nhs.uk
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