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Welcome to the Spring Edition of our Newsletter 
Congratulations to RDUH for their new 

co-located Children's Emergency 

Department and Paediatric Assessment 

Unit at their Exeter site.  The space 

officially opened on Feb 13th 2025. 

 

SW PCC ODN Network 

Event October 2024 

feedback  

In October ’24 we held our sixth 

face to face network event at 

Newton Abbot Racecourse which 

was attended by 44 of our 

regional colleagues. 

The day was well received with 

feedback from 33 respondents 

rating the event overall 8.6 

All of our presentations can 

be found on our FutureNHS 

platform here. 

 

 
Critical care transfer teams’ new base opened in 
Bradley Stoke with former patients and MP joining 
the celebrations 
 
On Friday March 21st the WATCh team celebrated the 1 year anniversary of 
being co-located with SoNAR and Retrieve in their Bradley Stoke base. 

Close to both the M4 and M5, the location was chosen using sophisticated travel-

time mapping, identifying a location which allows all three teams to respond to 

calls from hospitals across the South West and South Wales more equitably. 

It is one of the first times a co-location of critical care transfer services has been 

achieved in England and the only base of its kind in the South West.   

Former patients, and their families, joined the teams alongside 

fellow UHBW colleagues and visitors from NHS England, NHS 

Wales Joint Commissioning Committee, North Bristol NHS 

Trust to celebrate the new base’s success, one year after the 

services first started to move in.   

High Flow Nasal Cannula (HFNC) Regional Guidelines 

At our Network Event, Dr Claire Rafferty presented her Quality Improvement Project (QIP) on delivering 

nebulisers to patients on HFNC. We incorporated her advice for delivering aerosol medication plus feedback from the 

first draft circulation of the guideline into the second draft which was shared with regional colleagues in November 2024. 

The ratification process highlighted that there is a lack of consensus in how HFNC should be weaned, and a variety of 

weaning methods are being used around the region. At our February monthly conference call, it was agreed that the 

next draft should offer two different processes for weaning, and providers would sign up to auditing one of them. 

Providers have now chosen to audit either option A (wean oxygen to air- 25% and stop high flow) or option B (wean 

oxygen to <40% and halve flow rate). An audit will be in place for the autumn to understand which option is best 

practice for our inpatients.  

https://future.nhs.uk/swpaediatriccriticalcare/view?objectID=57759408
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Archives of Diseases in 

Childhood 
Since autumn 2023 we have been collecting numbers of 

CAMHS and eating disorders inpatients on our daily 

regional dashboard. The ODN team reviewed the first 

twelve months of complete data and submitted a letter to 

Archives of Disease in Childhood  - ‘Mental health 

admissions to paediatric acute wards and bed occupancy  

- an increasing concern’, which has now been published: 

https://adc.bmj.com/content/early/2025/03/02/archdischild-
2025-328487 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TiCToC  

Time Critical Transfer of the Child sim days have started 

taking place. ‘WATCh out’ 

for information on 

upcoming dates locally. 

This will be offered to all 

DGHs every other year. 

Managing the Critically Ill Child study 

day 

Following the success of the first MtCIC day held in 

October 2024, a repeat of the day took place again in May 

2025 at Engineer’s House, Bristol, to allow more 

colleagues from around the region to attend. We have 

now delivered the day to 240 delegates. 

 

We will be returning to Sandy Park, Exeter in the Autumn 

where the event will be continuing with a similar theme 

and some updates 

Regional Paediatric Critical Care 

Clinical Forum  

We’re delighted on how engagement with this forum is 

progressing. Our colleagues who are involved in education 

have attended regular meetings and are signing up to our 

face to face day in June 2025. Barnstaple, Bath, Bristol, 

Taunton, Truro and WATCh have all shared their 

experience and knowledge over the last six months. 

Topics have included: teaching methods, respiratory study 

days, preparation for transfer and LTV troubleshooting 

scenarios. 

If you are a nurse or AHP involved in supporting and 

delivering paediatric education within your clinical area, 

please get in touch swpccodn@uhbw.nhs.uk 

The FutureNHS 

platform PCC Clinical 

Forum page is now 

live here. 

Website Update 

Patient and Families Area: The SW PCC ODN website 

now features a ‘new look’ Patients and Families area 

which includes information and resources, details on how 

you can submit your story, and a patient and families 

stories section where you can find out more about 

regional family experiences of critical care. Please visit 

here for further info. 

Please give families the 

opportunity to share their 

story by displaying the 

Network Poster on your 

wards which has a QR 

code / link to a MS form. 

 

Education: The Education page has now been updated 

with separate sections to make navigating easier. Here 

you can find information on upcoming study days, E-

Learning for Healthcare, National nursing competencies, 

LTV resources and additional resources and information. 

 

FutureNHS Update 

LTV: There is now an LTV resources page with LTV 

guides created by BRHC. Please note these guides are 

only intended for healthcare professionals and are not to 

be shared with others. 

 

 

SW PCC ODN Monthly Conference 

Calls: 
3rd June  

1st July 

5th August  

 

SW PCC ODN Board Meeting:  

5th June 

4th September 

4th December 

file:///C:/Users/EdwardsCat/OneDrive%20-%20University%20Hospitals%20Bristol%20and%20Weston%20NHS%20Foundation%20Trust/Documents/www.southwestpccodn.nhs.uk
https://future.nhs.uk/swpaediatriccriticalcare/
mailto:mswpccodn@uhbw.nhs.uk
https://adc.bmj.com/content/early/2025/03/02/archdischild-2025-328487
https://adc.bmj.com/content/early/2025/03/02/archdischild-2025-328487
mailto:swpccodn@uhbw.nhs.uk
https://future.nhs.uk/swpaediatriccriticalcare/view?objectID=59023632
https://southwestpccodn.nhs.uk/patients-families/

